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HERE never has been a period so pro- 
lific of possibilities for the enterprising 
amateur,as the present. Manufacturers, 
realizing their interests, are vieing with 
each other to place upon the market, 
tools and methods unequalled in sim- 
plicity and completeness in all branches 
of the arts decorative. As a result, many of the arts 
hitherto regarded as possible only to the professional 
artist or craftsman, are now attempted — -and success- 
fully — by the ambitious amateur. 

Pyrography — better known under the name of poker 
work — has reached such a state of simplicif}? - and per- 
fection, both as to methods and material, that a child 
with little or no knowledge of drawing may produce 
pretty and meritorious results. Of course, as in all 
other things, the greater the skill and taste displayed 
the more artistic and satisfactory these results. 

On the other hand, lack of supreme artistic ability, 
need debar no one who has a taste and love for dainty 
work of this character, from trying their hand at it. 

In days past, it was a tedious undertaking; the char- 
coal, bellows, and iron rods of varied shapes and sizes 
were necessary factors to be considered. Judgment 
was necessary to ascertain the exact amount of heat re- 
quired, and artistic skill was a positive requisition; that 
the average amateur should meet failure and discour- 
agement under such conditions, was not surprising. 

To-day, all these conditions are a matter of history; 
the platinum point has taken the place of the iron, and the 
bulb connected with the simply contrived, and handy 
apparatus, is a wholly successful rival of the bellows. 
There is nothing of a disagreeable or difficult character 
connected with the work whatsoever. 

The apparatus is simplicity itself. The simplest and 
least expensive outfit, consists of a bottle for holding 
benzine, a stopper to which two arms are attached for 
the rubber tubes; the one with the bulb, and the other 
with the handle into which is inserted the platinum 
point. 




A Burnt Wood Panel. 



The method of working is as simple as the apparatus; 
with your design before you, either drawn or traced 
upon the wood ; the pattern handily placed to refer to 
for shading, we are ready to begin. When the tubing 
is attached to the benzine bottle, and the required point 
placed in the handle, dip the point into a small bottle 
of alcohol kept ready at hand and igniting with a match ; 
the platinum point is then kept at red-hot heat by con- 
stantly pressing the fumes of the benzine to the point? 
by means of the bulb, held in the left hand. The ben- 
zine bottle should of course stand on the table, leaving 
the right hand free to work with. 

The design should first be outlined with the finest 
point, and for the shading there are a variety of shapes 
and sizes in points, to meet all requirements. In the 
simplest of outline work, a light, steady pressure is 
sufficient; to attain a darker color, a harder pressure 
forces the point further into the wood, which naturally 
burns it deeper. Of course practice will make perfect, 
and judgment must be used to regulate this. Wash 
effects, and broad heavy outlines are easily attained by 
the use of proper points, and very rich and artistic re- 
sults accomplished with careful practice. 

Any effects that 
may be brought 
about by brush or 
pencil, are attain- 
able by this meth- 
od, but for begin- 
ners the simple 
outline effects are 
most desirable. 
Long practice is 
not necessary with 
this method if one 
is at all accustomed 
to using an ordi- 
nary drawing pen- 
cil. In undertak- 
ing original de- 
signs, it is best to 
make the original 
study o n paper, 
either with pencil 
or brush according 
to the desired ef- 
fects, then trans- 
ferring the outline'only to the wood, following the copy 
for shading and smaller details. As to materials for 
working on, white wood or any of the light fine grain 
woods are desirable: prepared leather for this work is 
attainable, and beautiful effects may be brought about 
on its material, but we would recommend it only to the 
advanced amateurs. The cost of an apparatus such as 
described above is six dollars and fifty cents this includes 
but one platinum point; all others are extra. 

There is a better and more complete apparatus on the 
market, called the " Simplex." This is no doubt a bet- 
ter finished and handsomer affair; there is plenty of 
polished metal, and is packed in a handsome hardwood 
box. This set has at least two advantages over the 
other, from a worker's standpoint; the bottle of 
alcohol is done away with entirely, as the point maybe 
heated by a blow-pipe attachment on the machine, 
which may be turned on or off, at will, and the whole 
affair may be attached to the belt by means of a flat 
metal hook; this leaves the worker more freedom; as 
it cannot get in the way. The cost of this set complete 
is eight dollars and fifty cents, with one platinum point. 

Undoubtedly good results maybe brought about with 
either apparatus, but with many of us the best is con- 
sidered cheaper in the end. 




Renaissance Panel, Suitable for 
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